KITCHENS

This Utah kitchen takes its style cue
from classic coastal cottages while
smartly ushering in light and function
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KITCHENS

other does indeed know best. That

thought often runs through Caroline

Wright’s mind when she’s cooking at
the blue range in the kitchen of her Salt Lake City home. As
much as she loved the idea of a colorful range, she was veering
toward play-it-practical white until her then-85-year-old mom
gave her a reassuring nudge. “She said, ‘Honey, blue never goes
out of style. This is your color. Go for it,” Caroline says. “I'm so
glad I listened to her and don’t have an all-white kitchen.”

That French range joins well-placed colors and patterns
that Caroline and interior designer Hillary Taylor sprinkled
throughout the kitchen and butler’s pantry. Blue-and-yellow
fabrics, some with pink touches and many with classic checks,
appear as cushions, pillows, and shirring on cabinet doors and
light shades, imbuing the hardworking spaces with softness.
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Cooking area The Lacanche range in Delft Blue complements shirred
fabric on glass-front cabinets. Sitting areas The dining table, island,
and window seat max out seating options. Butler’s pantry Shelves
were sized to accommodate a large (and loved) yellow pot. The
flooring change to durable limestone tiles in a harlequin pattern
energizes the space. Previous pages Details, such as sconces with
wipeable copper shades flanking the range, add a homey touch.

Patterns splash onto more permanent surfaces in the pan-
try, with bold checked flooring and a delft tile backsplash with
depictions of birds, fruits, and more. “It’s so sweet—and I
wanted my house to be sweet and welcoming,” Caroline says.

When Caroline and her husband teamed up with Taylor on
their new house, they were thinking ahead to the empty-nest/
grandparent phase of life. They wanted classic not trendy and
cozy but roomy. Caroline’s memories of her native Southern
California kept tugging at her. “I grewup with light, bright, sunny,
and beachy;” she says. “That’s not the norm in the Mountain West,
but Hillary empowered me by saying to do what speaks to me.”

Taylor played into a California cottage aesthetic with pale
wood tones, including wide-plank white oak flooring, white
cabinetry, and tongue-and-groove poplar that clads the ceil-
ing. A massive skylight that architect Jon Jang incorporated
above the island floods the room with natural light. “The mill-
work on it makes it seem fitted and traditional,” Taylor says.

Special features, such as a window seat designed for Caro-
line to thumb through cookbooks, add coziness. But it’s the
butler’s pantry where the design genius soars. The space func-
tions as a scullery, with stations assigned for specific tasks
such as making breakfast or baking—with a wall oven just steps
away near the wide opening between the two rooms. “It’s
somewhat exposed so we made it beautiful, but really this is
where the mess is intended to be made,” Taylor says.

Style and function aside, Caroline relishes an overall sense
of comfort and connection to her past. Even her mother, who
no longer lives in California, picks up on that when she visits.
“She always says, ‘I feel like I'm home,” Caroline says. @

Interior design: Hillary Taylor Architecture: Jon Jang
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