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JACKSON & LEROY, SALT LAKE CITY,
jacksonandleroy.com

Project name: Ramsgate Estate

Location: Salt Lake City

uilt as a summer home in 1904 by the

Walker family, the current owner under-

took a large-scale renovation to restore

the home to its former grandeur. The
house was gutted, all finishes and equipment were
updated or restored, and two additions were put on.
Although most systems were updated, one such ex-
ception was the single-pane lead windows, left in an
effort to maintain as much of the historic nature as
possible. Z-shaped lead stiffeners were molded to the
backside of each window to add strength and support.
As with any remodel, this had surprises. For example,
when the lach and plaster from the original home was
torn out the team discovered wall cavities filled with
brick and mortar as insulation. After that was

Historic Renovation

removed, the team in-
sulated the house by
holding insulation 1 in.
off the exterior wall
and filling the cavity
with closed-cell foam; this did not discurb the exterior
fagade. Other significant improvements included an
HVAC system retrofitted into the home, and sus-
pending the second and third floor with steel beams
to pour to footings because the living room and
office had sertled 8 in. over the years. Materials came
from as far away as France and India, and as close
as those thar originated on the property. The home
is a result of the owner’s appreciation for classical
architecture and antiques.

QualifiedRemodelercom QR

M.J. Wright & Associates Inc.,,
North Richland Hills, Texas,

mjwright.com

ARCI Architects, Yorktown, Va.,
arciarch.com
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jacksonandleroy.com

Project name: Tower Guest House

gt o

hat started as children’s play

areas turned into a full-
blown guest house. A small

roost was designed for a

F A L

young boy, and the idea of a tower was created
for the daughter. As the architect worked on
that design, however, it evolved
into a 35-ft.-tall guest house
— the same height as the near-
by home. The tower’s main
floor holds a bathroom and
small kitchenette. Up the first
flight of stairs is the guest bed-
room. One more level up is the
sitting room and deck, which
looks down over the home and
grounds. Large stones at cthe
tower’s base necessitated pour-
ing two footings and founda-
tions. One supports the struc-
ture and one carries the weight of the stones.
Varying stone sizes and shapes provide an
authentic, aged feeling,. Windows at the
tower’s top are custom single-pane lead win-
dows to match the original windows in the
main home. Standard ducting could not be
run due to space constraints; a small-duct
central heating and air-conditioning system
was installed. Other design details include
cedar shakes, stained glass and English-
inspired railings.
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Miller Architecture, Charlotte, N.C,,
millerarchitecture.com

Mosaic Group [Architects
and Remodelers], Atlanta,
mosaicgroupatlanta.com
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JACKSON & LEROY, SALT LAKE CITY,
jacksonandleroy.com

Project name: Ramsgate Estate Gardens
Location: Salt Lake City

his four-acre estate comprises two mean-

dering crecks, a pool and large mature

T trees. The landscape architect, architect
and owner worked closely to create a re-

freshed outdoor living space to match the design of
the newly remodeled home. Stone walls adjacent to
the patio create a courtyard outside the dining room
that has a koi pond, fountain and thunder house. The
dome in the koi pond was created by blindly laying
the stones around a dome-shaped piece of foam. Once
construction on the wall was complete, the foam was
removed to unveil the stonework. A vegetable garden
with thatched fence is on the wall’s opposite side. The
original lily pond and grape arbor were restored and
enhanced with trellis lights and a stone outdoor

fireplace with
builein bench-
es. An elevated
patio at the far end of the pool was built for a glass
greenhouse imported from India, which now hosts
summer parties. Speakers carefully placed throughout
the outdoor living areas and landscaping create a so-
phisticated sound system. A full-time arborist cared
for, watered and protected the root systems and
long-standing vegetation during construction. The
water feature at the pool appears to be flowing under
the bluestone and Mexican cobble sidewalk into the
swimming pool. There actually are separate pumps to
keep the chlorinated water separate from the fresh
water where plant life is growing.

quﬁ,
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Lori CarroLl & Associates, Tucson, Ariz.,
loricarroll.com

Jackson Design and Remodeling, San Diego,
jacksondesignandremodeling.com
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Whole House
More Than $700,000

WEBBER *+ STUDIO,
ARCHITECTS, AUSTIN, TEXAS
webberstudio.com

Project name: Brady Lane Residence
Location: West Lake Hills, Texas
Square footage before: 1.500
Square footage after: 3,000

Project cost: $905,000

Jackson & LeRoy, Salt Lake City,
jacksonandleroy.com

William J. Thomas Studios,
Rochester, Mich., wjtstudios.com

Laughlin Homes & Restoration Inc,,
Fredericksburg, Texas,
hillcountrybuilder.com

his 1968 house originally was designed

by A.D. Stenger and presented some

extensive setbacks and cover limita-

tions. Therefore, when the owners
wanted to build a complementary addition, they
had nowhere to go but up. The resulting bold, new
design is balanced while paying homage to the
original architecture. Webber + Studio, in part-
nership with w+ inc. General Contractor, drew
inspiration from the original Japanese- and
California-inspired design and also from Stenger’s
portfolio, which included an A-frame five houses
away. Adding a vertical, reinterpreted A-frame to
the horizontal, equivalently sized low-slung orig-
inal house allowed for balance between old and
new and enabled each element to stand on its own
merits while providing reinforcing contrast to the
other. The pool and carport plan configurations
deflect to accommodate two mature trees reflect-
ing the concept of wabi-sabi, another reference to
the home’s Japanese-inspired roots; the philosophy
emphasizes beauty in the imperfection found in
nature. Dramatically opening at the roof, the
A-frame incorporates a deck with views while

26 September 2016 QR  QualifiedRemodelercom

vertical wood shading and its ends protect

two bedrooms and a conjoining loft from harsh
horizontal sun.

Green as well as functional, the house was rec-
ognized with five stars in the Austin Energy Green
Building Program. Sustainable elements include
wind power, rainwater collection, greywater land-
scaping system and a geothermal ground-source
heat pump HVAC system to heat the pool. It
also is solar photovoltaic ready if the shade trees
ever decline.



WHAT WERE THE TOP TRENDS IN

WINNING DESIGNS?

Although some judges had differing ideas of what trended
this year, they all agreed that craftsmanship and quality
shines through no martter what the specific design fea-
tures are.

Contant: There was an excellent mix of clean, contem-
porary, with a mix of mid-century design that was very
popular. Also, there were many with throwback high
carpentry styles and craftsmanship that showed as well.

Hisu: Lots of white kitchens. It was nice to see multiple
projects NOT afraid of the unconventional. Attention to
details was consistent among the winners. I was impressed
with the use of technology to achieve impressive results
that otherwise I'm not sure that craftsmanship would be
available for anymore.

Menn: In kirchens it was boring white! I did see more
texture in design, a harmony in the materials used, as
well as an overall theme used in many of the design
presentations.

Anschel: A long-awaited departure from the white
kitchen is finally here! The use of mixed materials, re-
claimed barn wood and especially color! Blue and white.
Orange and white. Brown and white. The time of the
two-tone is upon us.

WHAT CONSTITUTES A GREAT

WINNING PRESENTATION?

Sometimes the fine line between winning and nonwin-
ning entries comes down to how they are presented. A
top-notch project needs to be represented and shown in
a top-notch way. Here are some tips for what made a
presentation particularly great:

Contant: Short, to-the-point descriptions, as-built
plans with good proposed drawings, before angle pic-
tures with matching after angle pictures and the final
“ah-ha” money shots.

Hsu: Clear representation of the work that was com-
pleted. Clear identification of obstacles and how they
were overcome in the project narrative. Before and after
photos from similar angles help, too.

Menn: In my opinion, you start with the money shot
(the after shot that shows us WOW!). The descriptions
need to be concise and limited to 2 maximum of one page.
If they can be done in bullet points, even becter. Before
and after plans, even if they are simple to show the judges
the spaces before and after. Lastly, before and after photos
preferable in a sequence so the judge can tell chis was the
bathroom before and now this is the bathroom after.

Anschel: 1 love a short and concise narrative — 50 to
100 words. Three or four short paragraphs to bring me
into the project, give some direction as I review the images
and great photography is a huge parc of the entry. Having
the right number of photos is key. Too many photos are

irritating. Easy-to-read floor plans and elevations that
clearly show what was done (a full set of construction
drawings is always welcome!). Finally, before photos that
accurately show the space, make for a dramatic experience.

WHAT DID THE NON-WINNING

ENTRIES LACK?

‘The old saying “a picture says a thousand words” rings
particularly true in design competitions, and often what
the nonwinning entries lacked. Keep photography at the
forefront of your mind when submitting design projects for
presentations — and stare thinking about it early. Before
and after photos from the same angle have a big impact.

Contant: Less is better. More description. More thor-
ough before and after pictures. Easy to follow original
layout design issues and how they best solved the issue.

Hsu: Often the difference could have been good pho-
tography. Also, while many of the projects were beautifully
done, they just lacked a WOW factor ... something to set
it apart from the projects that did win.

Machado-Rosas: Take time to stage projects and have
a professional photographer take the photos. It makes a
huge difference in the presentation of their project for
a competition. Without staging and professional pho-
tographs, they may lose an opportunity to win or be
considered for magazine publication,

Menn: Good presentations. There are some basic fun-
damentals in preparing a good presentation, including
professional photography, providing even basic before and
after plans, and before and after photos of the same area.

Anschel: Poor photography is the No. 1 entry killer.
Rambling narrative, questionable pricing, poorly orga-
nized entries came next. A general lack of creativity, con-
sistency in finishes and ability to understand design in
context is what did the vast majority of projects in. There
simply isn’t room in a design competition for mediocrity.

Hsu, Machado-Rosas and Anschel sum up the overall
program this year, Hsu says: “There were a lot of high-cal-
iber submissions, even among those that did not win.
Amazing work came in from all over the country.”

“Overall the projects were great and some were fan-
tastic,” Macahdo-Rosas remembers. “It is great to see
amazing talent from all over the country and different
design challenges they had to overcome.”

Anschel summarizes: “There were some incredible proj-
ects this year. At least five or six times I found myself
smiling at the incredible talent I was viewing. Deciding
between some of the top tier projects was really tough.”

*Machado-Rosas recused herself from judging for the
categories in which Jackson Design & Remodeling was
entered to avoid any conflict of interest or bias.

Continue to see this year’s award-winning projects »
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