
In a posh Provo enclave, a team of talented pros reimagines an 
esteemed estate with masterful moves and fresh traditional style. 

BY BRAD MEE  

PHOTOS BY JOSHUA CALDWELL AND SAVANNAH BUSWELL
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OPPOSITE: Architect Greg Tankersley worked with builder Jackson 
& LeRoy to calm the Provo home’s existing exterior, stripping 
away ornate elements and simplifying the front entry. Landscape 
architect Mike Kaiser rethought the front motor court and planted 
tall mature trees to further quiet the structure’s bold facade. 

Once weighed down by large columns and banisters, the renovated 
entry now boasts a sweeping staircase of refined railing and simple, 
white oak treads. Establish Design’s Elizabeth Wixom Johnsen 
and Kimberly Rasmussen transformed the space into a gallery 
displaying pieces from the owners’ art collection. 
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The staircase’s graciously curved railing leads to a second-story 
landing, where Venetian-plastered walls and softly stained white-oak 
floors create a quiet backdrop for treasured art and select antiques. 

ABOVE: The soft color scheme that flows throughout the house—like 
Johnsen and Rasmussen’s other design choices—is at once fresh 
and timeless. In the living room, new white oak panels lend a warm 
backdrop to a comforting palette of traditional furnishings dressed in 
light, informal fabrics. Wall panels located right of the fireplace open to 
concealed storage and display space. 

BOTTOM RIGHT: A beamed ceiling connects the dining and sitting 
room areas. Jackson & LeRoy installed the raw oak timbers to 
resemble the underside of a floor structure from below, Johnsen 
explains. The light fixtures are from The Urban Electric Company. 
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W When architect Greg Tankersley was asked to reimagine a 

decades-old Provo estate by its new owners, he recognized 

more than one challenge. The first was the clients’ decision 

to renovate the existing house rather than taking the simpler 

and less costly route of replacing it with a new build that 

better suited them and their lifestyle. “They wouldn’t dream 

of tearing it down because they knew how much the house 

means to the neighborhood,” says Tankersley, partner with 

McAlpine. “That speaks to how lovely these people are.” To 

renovate the property, the homeowners signed on Tankers-

ley, as well as builder Jackson & LeRoy, landscape architect 

Mike Kaiser of Kaiser Trabue and designers Elizabeth Wixom 

Johnsen and Kimberly Rasmussen of Establish Design. This 

collaborative dream team instantly clicked with their clients, 

noting from the start that the dwelling’s grandiose persona 

was a major mismatch with the homeowners’ personalities. 

The property may be known by many as a landmark home P
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A cozy sitting room lies off the kitchen, where a TV 
is set into the end of its honed quartzite-topped 
island. Painted custom cabinets and a Dutch blue 
La Cornue range cheer the space, while ceiling-
mount porcelain fixtures “create the sparkle of the 
room,” Rasmussen says. Appliance doors conceal 
easy-to-access small appliances. 

OPPOSITE: A blue-gray ceiling and butter-yellow 
cabinets charm the butler’s pantry, where the 
backsplash’s wheat-colored tiles feature small 
hand-painted Dutch scenes. A Dutch door opens 
into the gardens.
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that was owned by a prominent Utah family, but 

“It was nothing like our clients in character,” Tank-

ersley says. 

That presented the second challenge.

“We had to reinvent the house more in their im-

age,” Tankersley explains. Doing so meant taming 

the animated Cape Dutch-influenced exterior by 

redefining its entry, simplifying the facade, strip-

ping away highly ornate elements and reducing the 

mix of window types to a single style. “The house 

has such a strong personality that we couldn’t re-

ally change it. Rather, we had to accept and calm 

it,” Tankersley says. As Johnsen puts it, “We put our 

arms around what was there.” 

The team had more latitude indoors, where 

they not only ditched the decor’s overwrought and 

overscaled elements but also completely rethought 

its spaces. “We opened up rooms, moved rooms 

around and totally ignored the existing floor plan,” 

Tankersley explains. A new heart-of-the-home 

kitchen, for example, replaced a stingy cooking 

space, an undersized garage transformed into a 

high-style mudroom, an upper patio became a 

children’s playroom and combined living and din-

ing rooms emerged as a single salon overlooking 

beautifully renewed gardens and grounds. “Almost 

every decision we made was to create a home that 

would be beautiful, fun, interactive, relaxing, up-

lifting and welcoming for kids, grandkids, friends 

and neighbors,” says Brandon LeRoy, principal of 

Jackson & LeRoy. 

The designers masterfully tailored the interior 

to the owners’ tastes and lifestyle, pulling inspira-

tion from many sources. Celebrating their clients’ 

love of art and travel, Johnsen and Rasmussen 

lined the walls of the newly reconfigured and 

refined entry with a soaring, floor-to-ceiling gal-

lery of the homeowners’ impressive art collection. 

One painting depicting a Cape Dutch scene was 

recently acquired as a salute to the home’s existing 

Cape Dutch architectural gestures, including its 

facade’s shapely entry and elaborately scrolled 

corbels. Johnsen and Rasmussen took their lead 

from the painting as they fashioned a mix of 

informal fabrics, soft seaside colors, hand-painted 

Dutch tiles, European antiques and other curated 

elements that shape the light-infused interior’s 

“This became the Downton Abbey room,” says Johnsen, 
describing the captivating mudroom created from a useless, 
undersized garage. “Mudrooms are often the ugliest rooms 
in the house, but I wanted to turn this one into the best 
mudroom in the world,” Tankersley says. Large arched 
windows fill the storage-rich space with light, making it an 
ideal spot for the homeowner to sew, craft and work on 
projects with her grandchildren. The marble floor is from 
Exquisite Surfaces. P

H
O

TO
 J

O
S

H
U

A
 C

A
LD

W
E

LL



S U M M E R  2 0 2 2  |  U TA H S T Y L E A N D D E S I G N  10



11  U TA H S T Y L E A N D D E S I G N  |  S U M M E R  2 0 2 2

freshly tailored, traditional décor. “The design nods to the historical, 

but is livable and informal,” Rasmussen says.  

Although art takes pride of place, the home delights with unex-

pected details, room to room. White oak panels, for example, clad the 

living room’s apse-like fireplace wall while butter-yellow walls and a 

Dutch door cheer the butler’s pantry. In the small powder room, palm 

leaf wallpaper dresses the under-stairs space, a checkered stone floor 

rouses the mudroom and generously paned windows frame glorious 

garden views throughout. “The team focused on preserving much of 

the history and worked delicately to enhance, shape and beautify not 

only of the home, but also the spectacular landscape along the Provo 

River,” LeRoy explains. 

Linking the house with the riverside property presented yet another 

of the project’s notable challenges. “Architecture should have a dia-

logue with the land, and this house felt more like an object plopped 

onto the lot,” Tankersley says. “There was no conversation.” To estab-

lish discourse, he sent architecture out into the landscape, including 

ABOVE: A floor-to-ceiling window floods the primary bathroom with light and garden 
views. The nickle-plated bathtub sits in front of a shapely backdrop of Lueders 
limestone. 

The spacious primary bathroom opens to the bedroom through a doorway 
handsomely crowned with a transom window.

OPPOSITE: In the gardens, a brick wall’s arched opening frames views of a raised 
fountain and lush lawn beyond. 

Elizabeth Wixom Johnsen 
and Kimberly Rasmussen, 
principals of Establish Design
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new garages, that “put more chess pieces on the property.” He added a long, 

covered loggia connecting the main house with a spectacular courtyard 

imagined by Kaiser. There, a new pool, cabana and under-roof living spaces 

create a destination designed to satisfy the owners’ desire to live and enter-

tain outdoors. “It’s amazing what Greg and Mike dreamed up,” Johnsen says. 

“They are a magical combination.”

Taking his lead from Tankersley’s architecture, Kaiser reengineered the 

front motor court, where he planted tall, mature trees “to calm the house 

down and give it some scale and age,” he explains. Kaiser installed other 

hand-selected trees to deliver shade and screening across the previously 

open lot. “We tried to focus on uncomplicated spaces, dense hedges, masses 

of evergreens and rows of trees to simplify what you see.” To encourage 

exploration, Kaiser wove a walking path through and around the land’s 

sprawling lawns, handsome structures and orderly gardens. “The property 

naturally has a lot of hidden corners discovered with surprise,” he says. 

“Vital to the success of any project is to gather all the expertise and great 

talents up front,” LeRoy concludes. “This creates a beautiful symphony of 

creative minds working together.” Fortunately for the owners of this notable 

property, as well as the home itself, this collaborative team of masters pulled 

together everything needed to brilliantly renovate the resplendent estate.   

ABOVE: Comfortable teak furnishings welcome family 
and friends into an under-roof living area overlooking 
limestone patios and the Hydrazzo-finished pool. 

OPPOSITE (CLOCKWISE FROM TOP): Behind the 
house, landscape architect Mike Kaiser placed a 
courtyard-like space that includes a swimming pool, 
cabana and outdoor living areas rawing visitors from 
the house into the landscape. 

A covered timber loggia extends from the main house 
to the pool-anchored courtyard area. Benches invite a 
respite with views to the lawns and gardens. 

A walkable natural path winds through the exquisitely 
landscaped property and around a pickleball court set 
into the broad lawn. 
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