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In Salt Lake City, interior designer Anne-Marie Barton 
transforms a tiny 1940s home, proving that charming 
style and refined living do not depend on square feet.
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A gas lantern welcomes guests 
as they approach the newly 
remodeled 1940s home located 
in the heart of Salt Lake’s Sugar 
House neighborhood. White 
painted brick and steeply pitched 
roofs help define a fresh, traditional 
style that flows seamlessly inside 
the home.

OPPOSITE: Applied molding, 
handsomely carved limestone and 
solid brass trim transformed the 
existing fireplace from ordinary 
to extraordinary. “The limestone 
fireplace surround is really beautiful 
and adds a touch of modern design 
to an otherwise traditional space,” 
says contractor Brandon LeRoy. 
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TOP LEFT: Originally, visitors walked 
directly into the home’s living area. To 
create a welcoming transition space, 
Anne-Marie integrated this handsome 
entry and adorned it with wire-brushed 
walnut paneling and an alabaster-and-
brass light by Visual Comfort.

BOTTOM LEFT: Cheeky fox-head 
coat hooks add to the entry’s 
charming character.

BOTTOM RIGHT: Ann Sacks 
herringbone limestone floors ground 
the new entry underfoot.

Hanging from custom unlacquered 
brass rods, draperies tailored from 
Mark Alexander fabric soften the 
living room’s paneled walls, painted 
in a custom slate-blue hue. Anne-
Marie Barton chose lean, leggy 
brass tables to keep the room light 
and airy, and to allow the antique 
Tabriz rug to show through.
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“It was a project I just had to do,” says interior designer 

Anne-Marie Barton. It’s a surprising statement from a 

designer whose work typically involves big homes and 

big-shot clients. This house, on the other hand, mea-

sures a mere 1,000 square feet on its main level and 

was a unique project for Anne-Marie, her husband 

Kent and their son Chas. “It was an opportunity for us, 

as a family of designers, to be true to the character of 

the home and let our passions shape each space, from 

music to art to a late night game of cards,” Barton says.

Anne-Marie and Kent had been looking for a small, 

remodel-ready home in a quiet SLC neighborhood 

when they happened upon the rundown, 1940s red 

brick dwelling in Sugar House, a neighborhood they 

love. “Sugar House has that stroll-to-the-corner-store, 

know-your-neighbors, walk-your-dog kind of charm,” 

Anne-Marie says. While house hunting, the designer 

had a list of must-haves. “I wanted a steep pitched 

roof, brick that I could paint white and a place for a 

gas lantern by the front door,” she says. Check, check 
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and check. From the outside, the little 

house had them all. And as soon as the 

Bartons stepped through the front door, 

the interior reaffirmed that this was the 

house they had been seeking.

Of course, they recognized challenges: 

The interior had no defined entry, walls 

closed off the cramped kitchen and three 

tiny bedrooms occupied space that was bet-

ter suited to two. Their plan involved tear-

ing the interior down to the studs, removing 

some of the walls and reallocating space. 

Without missing a beat, the Bartons turned 

to the pros at Jackson & LeRoy to help them 

awaken the tired 1940s abode. “I always 

wanted to collaborate with Jackson & Le-

Roy,” says Anne-Marie. “No question, we all 

believe in the notion of ‘integrity first.’”

“Working with Anne-Marie was a 

dream,” says Brandon LeRoy, coprincipal 

of Jackson & LeRoy. “We were able to do 

things in this home that she has always 

wanted to do but didn’t have the right cli-

ent or project for in the past,” says LeRoy, 

who was charmed by the home from 

the get-go. “The original brickwork and 

windows really set the home apart from 

the construction of many homes today,” 

he says. “The brick details on the chimney, 

around the windows and at the foundation 

are subtle, but unique and full of charac-

ter.” With a goal to restore the charm and 

integrity of the home, indoors and out, the 

team accentuated these exterior elements 

and then moved to create an equally cap-

tivating interior.

Once the bones of the house were in or-

der, the designer tackled the décor, weav-

ing authenticity and meaning into every 

detail and creating harmony between her 

A classic Bertazzoni range, brass-framed open 
shelves, integrated refrigeration, and a pantry 
space built above the lower-level staircase occupy 
one side of the stylishly outfitted galley kitchen. 
“This space is an extension of the living room, so 
the same style had to resonate here,” Anne-Marie 
says. The cabinets are by Teerlink Cabinet, the 
unlacquered brass hardware is by Waterworks and 
the stone is from European Marble & Granite. 
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TOP LEFT: The small bathroom is 
packed with savvy and stylish design. 
Anne-Marie positioned a single sink 
off-center to provide more functional 
countertop space and maximized 
storage with custom walnut cabinets. 
She then filled the room with elegant 
elements, from Waterworks brass 
fixtures and glazed brick tiles to half-
inch-thick marble and Visual Comfort 
sconces. “I love to overdecorate a 
small space,” she says.

BOTTOM LEFT: A new dutch door 
provides character and access to the 
home’s side yard and driveway.

BOTTOM RIGHT: Classic marble and 
plumbing fixtures add to the kitchen’s 
timeless style.

The team removed walls between 
the galley kitchen and dining area 
to create an airy, spacious feel. 
Double doors open to a large 
backyard patio and deliver loads 
of natural light to the space. The 
kitchen’s ceiling lights and the 
zinc-and-brass fixture above 
the dining table are from Urban 
Electric Co.

BY TESSA BARTON
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family’s lifestyle and the home’s original foundation. 

In the new entry, Anne-Marie clad the walls and ceil-

ing in wire-brushed walnut paneling and dressed the 

floor in herringbone-laid limestone from Ann Sacks. 

She added planed wood floors to foster an informal 

feel and ran them diagonally to “energize the décor.” 

She painted the living room walls a deep-hued, slate-

blue color paired with herringbone-patterned wool 

wallpaper. “There were places I could have skimped, 

but I decided to go full-bore instead,” she says with 

a smile and shrug. The bare firebox became a stately 

focal point, thanks to a new, over-scaled limestone 

surround trimmed in solid brass. “Lacquered brass 

is a main story in this house,” says Anne-Marie, who 

captured its timeless character with everything from 

gleaming custom curtain rods and elegant bathroom 

fixtures to distinctive hardware and, perhaps most 

dramatically, a stunning, ceiling-mounted frame sup-

porting open glass shelves in the kitchen.

Anne-Marie, a master at creating engaging details, 

didn’t allow the small house to cramp her style or 

selections; quite the opposite, actually. “Details are 

so important in small homes. You’re up close and 

personal with all of them, so everything has to count,” 

BY TESSA BARTON
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For the master bedroom, Anne-Marie 
designed a custom closet replete with a 
built-in seat and mounted vintage deer 
head. The designer extended the room’s 
richly patterned wallpaper onto the ceiling to 
create a sense of height and to accentuate 
an existing cove detail on one side of the 
space. A tufted headboard by Phillips Scott, 
pinned-up art, gun-metal blue trim and 
prized turkey-leg brass lamps add to the 
room’s handsome, classic style. 
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In the guest room-turned-music room, 
Barton created timeless architectural 
detail using applied molding on 
the walls and ceiling. She filled the 
panels with whimsical wallcovering by 
Harlequin and had the trim painted by 
hand to create brush marks that add to 
the space’s time-honored authenticity.
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she explains. LeRoy agrees. “The 

details are seen more clearly because 

they aren’t lost in the sheer volume of 

a larger space,” he says. In the master 

bedroom, for example, two vintage 

turkey-leg brass lamps take center 

stage atop bedside tables. They were 

Anne-Marie’s first and most treasured 

finds for the house and inspired a slew 

of other unique, decidedly masculine 

objects and details: large-scale paisley 

wallpaper and a vintage stag head in 

the bedroom, an easel-propped paint-

ing and wall-tacked art in the living 

room, a Bertazzoni range and dupont-

edged countertops in the galley kitch-

en and a glamorous ceiling-mount 

light and metal fox-head coat hooks in 

the entry, to name a few. Wit didn’t oc-

cur accidentally. “A lot of pleasure and 

surprises can live in a small house,” 

says Anne-Marie, who spread them 

generously throughout. “The emotion 

and energy which the whole Barton 

family put into the house was really 

extraordinary,” LeRoy says.

Looking into the future, the design-

er predicts this beloved home may be 

where she and Ken end up living later 

on. “I adore the neighborhood and 

absolutely love the size of this house,” 

says Anne-Marie. “I much prefer to 

live small and celebrate all of the 

details than to be have a large house 

absent of character or warmth.” 

Thanks to this house, she now has the 

opportunity to do exactly that.  

TOP RIGHT: Homeowner Anne-Marie Barton, 
principal of AMB Design, curates a collection of 
framed art pieces and pages of inspiring sayings 
on the wall behind the living room’s desk.

BOTTOM LEFT: The designer added an 
unusually positioned art light to her art display 
above the desk. “In old homes, you see things 
inadvertently placed,” she explains. The 
brass-trimmed, shagreen-covered desk is 
from Mr. Brown and the yellow chair is from 
Anthropologie.

BOTTOM RIGHT: Open bookshelves add 
architectural detail to the music room. 
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